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OPEN STANDARDS 

WHY SHOULD THE SECURITY INDUSTRY ADOPT THEM AND 
WHY ARE MANUFACTURERS RELUCTANT TO DO SO? 
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Abstract  − This paper explains the benefits that 
standardisation brings. It defines the type of 
standards that exist and explains the differences 
between proprietary and open standards. The way in 
which standards are controlled by Standard Bodies 
are explained. Open standards are defined, and are 
illustrated with a number of examples familiar to all 
of us. The benefits to the adoption of Open Standards 
are explained.  
 
The security industry has yet to embrace open 
standards and the existing state of the security market 
is discussed together with the reasons why the 
industry is reticent to adopt Open standards. Finally, 
the way in which Salent’s Omnis Networked 
Surveillance System utilises Open Standards is 
outlined and the benefits that end users achieve as a 
result are explained. 
 
 
 

1 INTRODUCTION 

“The nicest thing about standards is that there are so many of 
them to choose from.”  

���� ������ �	
��� 
�,founder of Digital Equipment Corp., 
1977 
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2 STANDARDS 
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2.1 PROPRIETARY STANDARDS 
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2.2 STANDARDS BODIES 
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3 OPEN STANDARDS 
 
 

3.1 DEFINITION & CHARACTERISTICS OF OPEN 
STANDARDS 
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3.2 EXAMPLES OF OPEN STANDARDS 
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3.3 BENEFITS OF OPEN STANDARDS 
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4 OPEN STANDARDS IN THE SECURITY INDUSTRY 
 
 

4.1 EXISTING STATE OF THE SECURITY MARKET 
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4.2 WHY IS THE INDUSTRY RETICENT TO ADOPT 
OPEN STANDARDS ?  
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4.3 THE OMNIS APPROACH TO OPEN STANDARDS 
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4.3.2 SCALABILITY 
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4.3.3 EXTENSIBILITY 
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6 FURTHER INFORMATION 
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